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B-3321 - B-3333 1850-1867
4-48 E. Cross St. (North side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The pair of houses at 4-6 E. Cross St. was originally built as a pair of
two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, but 4 E. Cross
St. has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with a shed roof and
bracketed cornice. 8 E. Cross St. is a small, two story, gable-roofed house typical
of the type built on nearby Patapsco St. in the 1850's. 10 and 12-38 E. Cross St.
are all three story, two bay wide, brick houses with gable roofs that serve a
mixed commercial/residential purpose. The houses were built both just before and
just after the Civil War by John S. Gittings and George Williamson, who each
built alternating pairs of similar houses. 26-28 and 38 E. Cross St. have had
their original gable roofs rebuilt as shed roofs and 38 E. Cross St. has a bracketed
cornice. 46 E. Cross St. is a three story, two bay wide brick house with shed
roof and bracketed cornice whose first floor area is currently being converted
to a shopfront. 48 E. Cross St. is a two story, two bay wide, brick house with
shed roof and bracketed cornice which has recently been converted to modern shopfront
space.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of three story, two bay brick houses with gable roofs was built
in the 1860's and formed part of a group of such houses extending along this
side of Cross St. 18 Cross St. has been covered with formstone and the first
floor area of 20 Cross St. has been converted into a store-front.

The houses are three stories in height, 14 1/2' wide, and occupy lots 73' v
deep. Each house has a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall
extension which connects the main house to a two story high, three bay deep rear
addition, followed by a two story high, one bay deep frame addition. The houses
are constructed in running bond but 18 Cross has been covered with formstone.

The low-pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick cornice, which has later decorative
diagonal brickwork at 20 Cross. There is a paired double rectangular chimney
located along the partition wall between the two houses on both the front and

rear roof gables.

All of the door and window openings have splayed brick lintels. The sills
at 20 Cross are stone but they seem to be relatively mew. The sills at 18 Cross
are hidden by the formstone covering. All of the window openings are filled
with 1/1 double hung sash. At 18 Cross there is a modern flush door set beneat
a single light transom. The first floor area of 20 Cross has been converted
into a modern store-front. The entire facade is faced with black, glazed tiles.
There is a glass and panel door located in the easternmost bay, flanked by a
wide shop window consisting of one single rectangular light set over multi-lights.
Three wide transom lights are set across the top of the store-front. There is
no cornice. Both entrances are reached by one stone step. A flat-roofed
alleyway runs between the tlo houses.
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—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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—RELIGION

—_SCIENCE
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—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFICDATES . 1358_1866

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

George W. Williamson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

See under 12 E. Cross St.

The first owner of the houses was a George Zeun, who operated a tobacco shop
at 18 E. Cross St. and probably rented 20 E. Cross to another shop-keeper tenant.l
Zeun retained ownership until 1884,

1paltimore City Directory, 1868-9

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __14"6" x 73' each

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland. 2120/

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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18-20 E. Cross Street
Block 0935A Lots 025-024
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3326 18-20 E. Cross St.
M.E.H. 5/79

South elevation



